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Ultimately this
authentic village will
be used as a teaching

arca

The e-mail 1 received on Mo, 21,
2002, sounded interesting, wet chal-
lenging. It asked if staff from Susvivl
in the Bush, Ine, (3TTE) coukd plan, de-
velop and supervise (e consiruction of
an guthendc wigwam village,

Crnce the details were lroned cut via
e-mall, Rachel Fournier and Sheri Tay-

lor, boch membens of the Chippewas of

Cearging lsland, and § decided tomeet
and finalize the specifics of this rather
umidue project.

Hawever, hefore continuing, let's
paint o piemre of this hand of Cjibwa,
simieted litoralhy an the doorsep of the
GTA. !

Georging Tsland s & First Mation re-
sorve lmeared on the aoarheasrem re-
ghons of Lake Simeoe, Tr's the closest
aboriginal reserve to Toronto, being
appraximately 60 kilamerres {or an
hetur's dive) nosth of the GTA, The 13
land is surreiincded by a number of
sty urban centres including Sur-
tomn, Keswick and Beaverron, & 15-
minwute fecry ride separates the island
frowmn the maintand

Approximately 250 Gjibwa (alsa
called Chippewa) five on the reserve.
Most of them are descendants of the
original settlers who mowved here in
1864, Those inital inhabitants came
[rom the Coldwater and Snale 1sland
PEgOTE.

Today, Gearaina Island 15 gowernsd
bry s elected eribal counel. It rums its
own berry, palice, education, fire. seiw-

| er, water, roads and sanitary Facilities.
- During die Lasc few years. it has de-

[ velopad & ssder df seenic-educationzl-,

| hismoric il sysiems, commissonsd a
| study of the island's flora and fauna,
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The Sun Times.

ngwam village goes up

SUARLED PHERD,

81, Mary's High School teacher, Gino Ferri atands beside a partlally constructed wigwam.

and completed a developmens plan o
et uriss.

To s end, it will scom have & string
of BE&B homes. Memnbers of the band
alRo Tent out lovely coltages on the
lake, run a horseback riding acility,
reft our seenic campsites and operae
wondsrful eraft shops featuring local
ATisTE,

Finally, s many avid anglers know,
Geargina siand ke located In one of the
most dynamic-and diversified fshing
and boating aveas in the province.

In January, when Fowmser and Tays
lor san down with Jeanifer Khan ard
me & nstructor with SITH, the nuts
aru] Bedis of the project were thorough-
by discuzsed, In essenee we decided on
the following:

= & votal of five suthentde wigwame
would ba buile.

= Four of the souctures would be
eovered with elm bark pt.r"]":!i&i from
a supplizr in the Ottawas Valley. The

remalnin 1 wigwam would not be

cifected, therehy showing people the
detadled meshod of fts eonemuctien and

lashing rechnique.

« Caoking tripads and drying rechks
would also be buile to complement the
wigwiiTe,

= Smetrhed fars would b srung on
traditional hoops and frames adding
aminasice b0 the entire site,

« Al} poles and saplings were to be
hairvested from the island.

* | was hired to oversee an swpervise
e entire project from start m finish,

W deckded m commence work early
i Juky,

Prior to any consiruction taking
place, villags elders irvred s to portie
ipate fn the project. The etders plaged a
key role in blessing the construction
site. L was honovred tm be asked 1o con-
duct the smudging ceremony.

The ewlire project took well over six
weeks o oonplete.

All wigweanms, racks, frames, hoops,
end tripods were strategically built
along & wonderful trail svstam aptly
called Manabush Trails, The Path of the

i as.
mﬁfﬁx} this avthentic village will

be used as a waching area. Elders am
planning mouae it m teach the youth’
about their rich abariginal ailmire, Ta-
ditions and legends

Three full-time and thees part-dme
members miads up the consoruction
crew, while mumerons aboriginals and
local police officess pmmstad us daily by
peeling poles, lashing racks and
sttvaching furs

Evervone experienced the arr of
working with rawhide and cutring
large skins into ]1:-.'.5: strips catled,
babiche, which was wsed w lash and e
sheets af elm hark onmm the wmmht
frames.

ATV crew from The Greal UII'II.'L"\-EL"S--
man Show was on hand to record)|
much of che villege coistruction and,
tape many of tho island's mtural, lﬂ:‘-i
torie &nd geographic feaningg, :

What a great expensnce!

D Ging Ferei the s direclor f Siers)|

wiwal it the Bush, Ine. He is alse a feachar|
at 5t Mory’s High School, {



