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What can any hunter
do to keep from
getting lost?
Firstly, get rid of that
‘it can’t happen to
me’ attitude

Humnting season is with us again.

with the naruralises who wan-
der In [oresied regions 1o enjoy the
splendors of a fall day, along with pho-
tographers bent on capruring bellliam
autumn colours en film, a substantial
number of the hunting fraternity will
also take to the woods,

Thise gurdoor people, & group of in-
dividuals dedicared o the sport of
huntdng, will be found in many seclud-
ed bush areas throughour Ontario.
Each fall, they follow a predicrable
roitine — obtain 8 hunting license,
clean and sight weapons, plan the mip
with some buddies and proceed 1o
hunt n a favourite wilderness part of
our province,

Thanks to hunting courses spon-
sored and offered by the Minisory of
Matural Resourees and many gun
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clulbs, this sport has became ane of the
safest of all ourdoor pastimes. And vet,
in spite of these many hunting and
safery courses, workshops and semi-
nars, this fall & fadr number of huneees

ill broome lost.

Szanistics show thar hunters form the
lurgest single group of outdoor enthu-
siasts who will require essistance from
search and rescue personnel durlng
any given year,

all prople who become disorient-
ed while in the wilderness, 56 par cent
o lost victims are hunters,

What can any hunter do to prevent
fromm joining these scatieries?

Firstly, gee rid of that "I can't hap-
pen to me” attitude,

Too many individuals become smug

and complacent when mavelling in the
bush, reasoning thar since they've
bean out so frequenty in the past, tak-
ing a few rlsks, come careless mean-
derings, and a lirtle stoppy map and
compass work won't huet anyoae. Or
so they think.

Secondly, we encourage all hunters
to nodify some responsible person(s) of
their exact destinadon, the duration of
the trip and when they plan to be our
of the bush.

If something does go wrong and this
individual hasn’t bean conracred ar a
predetermined time, he can notfy the
appropriste suthorites immediaely:

A search party, if required, will know
exactly wiere to srart its operagon.

Thirdly, hunters must appro-
priacely, for the wildarness.

Clething should be warm, funcronal
and bright, |

Fluorescent orange, [or example,
will nos frighten away game, since, for
the most part, animals are colourblind.

On the other hand, such clothing
will be visible from great distances,
thus making the hunter easler o de-
tect. This serves a dusl purpose, The
huneer will not be mistaken for & deer
brv other members of the group, and
ghould he become lost, his clothing
'uI‘J'.El attract search and rescue person-
el.

Finally, we suggest that all hunters
wse their God-given commeon sense,
For example:

* carTy warerproof, strike-anywhere
matches on you at &ll imes. Also,
szash some essential survival gear in
voulr pockets,

* have a good knowledge of the gen-
eral region in which the hunt is oo cake
place, This can be dons by studyving

aerial phoros and contour maps. As
well, be familiar with @ GPS, s well a8
map and compass skills. Know how &
uge then effectively.
* IF lost, stay put, erect a shalter.
haild a fire and await the scarch party:
They'll soon find you.

Gino E Ferri is Director of Surival in
the Bush, Inc.



