Searching for a lost child: Your role

Trained searchers
know children
of different ages have
deferent wndenmes

A search party is atternpeng to locate
a lost youngster and you liave been
ashed mjnm As a result of your sur-
vival training, you know exactly what
the child is experiencing — fear, pain,
bunge:, anxiety, thirst and loneliness,
o neme but a few,

Being a compassionate individual,
without hesitation you voluntesr to as-
sist in this mission and you embark on
one of the most altrubstic journeys of
your entire life.

The search team is finally in place. As
a mernber, you are now walking silegt-
Iy in the woods, searching for this lost
¢hild (Her name is Maria, she's 12
vears old. Her parents reside i Barrie.
She wag last seen at 10 a.m. yesterday
by the family's corage on the sourhern
h{:f Sparrow Lake. She's wearing

sharts, Nike runners and a yellow
T-shirt. Her per dog's name is Scorty,
che loves pizza and Mars bars. Her
Favourite singer s Shania Twain. She
has ne medical problems of any kind.
%ﬁ’; carrying her prized doll, nothing
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Sucddenly, in the d.uta.nm, vaou hear
what scunds like a faint cry for help.
You signal the group to stop — the
sonmnd of dead leaves being u:'_r'-.l.shed une
derfoot drowns out the fainr ory.

You are completely motionless, even
to the point of not breathing, At this
precise maoment, deep n the wilder-
ness, vou and the search party have be-
come a listening presence, Thar spedal
emparhy berween the astute searcher
anvd the frightened victim allows you to
hearfeel'sense what those foreism to
the wilderness will never expericnee .
. & strong, overpowering and almost
spiritual bond.

This bond unites &ll search members
n the group; it also commwects the mem-
bers by thie suiTeerinng survivar

Your adrenaline is fowing and that
intrinsic sense of primordial fear and
respect for the forest enables you to

recognize and react to the faintest '-‘3‘.?
m the distance; von arc
ﬁﬂsmmh it from the udlersumdsm

Within thar unigue relar.lm:slup be-
rween you, the searcher, and Maria,
the lost child, you }mw\a."eél\::mg-
nize her predicament. You, elong with
the party, continue to search.

Basad on past experiences, 1 propose
that without this bonding relationship,
the fainr cry would (could?) never be
heard? And that's a sobering thought,

As an avid ourdooTsperson, you
should be interested in knowing the

ienl reaction patterns of children
o become lost in the wilderness,

Some of these findings might surprise

w‘?‘uﬂ, one to three years old:

= Do not fully comprehend the con-
r'E-pt of hmng Ioat, They know that
something is

» They wander amkﬁly to find com-
forts familiar surmoundings.

* The inst seel safe sleeping
areas. These include hollow logs, un-
der thick foliage, under fallen trees and
om Tocky outTops

= They will :r\espl}nd to theit name
when called and will not uenally hide
from rescusrs,

The 4- to G-year-0ld child

+ Understands what it means to be
li'tm and will atternpt to find a way back
(15 ‘Jme;"‘

= Iz czpable of wandering out of a
search area.

* Actively seeks our safe sleeping ar-
eas (same as tore).

= Follows routes of least resistance
(paths, small streams, game trails) es-
pecially under tangled underbrush.

* Most walk downhill.

+ Are frightened of strangers and
miglie not respond to hearing their
name called.

= Mozt are found within a two-kilo-
metre radius, However, a significant
percentage are found two to

The 7- to 12-year-old child
i i mdings fe Whh tadng

surroundings or wi acing

* Might uge being lost 85 a tactic m
aveid punishment or gain attention,

# Seldom re 10 searchers dur-
ﬁm«: day but tends to do so after

* Is unpredictable — might react as
an adulr {anxery, depression, extreme
fearpanic) or a y& child.

* By far the hardest child group to lo-
cate in & wilderness setting.

Individuals who hove participated in
a szarch and mmmdmlﬂnﬁmg

i Enow, erst a
}y:w?jgstﬁi necessity of having rained i
people mvohved in such & misson.

1 encourage readers to
an upcoming free works

b in
at Geor-

kifo-

gian College, Owen Sound campus,
called Project 5. T.0.P. This seminar
will help you to “bushproof” your child.
Deetails will be outlined ina fture ar-
cle, or contact me directiy at

Readers are invited to participaie in
our upcoming wilderness survival
workshops. Twoe hour-long seminars
have been planned; both will be held at
Georglan College, Owen Sound cam-
pus, Room 117, Workshops are open to
all inferested individuals, and are free
of charge (except for a £2,00 College

knwfee] Inorder to effectively pre-
pare, it's advisable to register if plan-
ning to attend. This can be done by
sinply contacting e at glerri@wizht-

TNAT.CH

Dares \TIME:

1. Tuesday, January 23, 7:00 pm.
Topic- Some Fmergency Firestarting
Techniques. I bring some of my stu-
dents to demonstrate a few methods;
do come and participat:,

2. Tuesday, January 30, 7:.00 pm.
Topic- Project $.T.0.P.: Bushproofing
Your Child. This interactive presenta-
tion Is ideally suired for the entire fami-
by ... bring the kids.



